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way on," she says. "I could have gotten a 
better result quicker if I wasn't just relying 
on myself instead of asking other people 
for expertise. Instead of just having one 
head thinking, you have 20 heads percolat­
ing ideas." 

The group has helped Frances Perkins, 
an assistant professor at the University of 
Wisconsin-Fond du Lac, think strategically 
about her business. 

"The best thing Venturous Morns did for 
me is it made me focus," says Perkins, who 
owns a production company with her hus­
band called Northtown Productions. "We'd 
always done work on the side but because 
we have small children and full-time jobs 
we never really pursued work. In the first 
meeting, they handed me a paper and 
the top of the paper said 'What are your 
goals?' I thought, 'Oh, you mean I have to 
tell you?' 

"They really were very proactive in say­
ing this is not just a group where we get 
together and kvetch about our problems. 
We want to help each other, support each 
other and really network, really provide 
support." 

Perkins is also impressed by the fact 
that group members are dedicated to both 
business and family. 

"I felt like sometimes that's the miss­
ing element," she says. "You talk to people 
about work but the sick kids and the den­
tist appointments and all those things kind 
of get left out of the mix. 

"The nice thing is because these wom­
en are also focused on their families, they 
have a unique way of relating to one an­
other." 

The group is different from others Per­
kins has belonged to because of its mom­
centered approach. 
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"So many people work their business 
lives around their families but saying 
we're Venturous Moms proclaims it loudly 
to the world," she says. "I get a connection 
with amazing women but I also get these 
wonderful business leads and networking 
power: • 

Amanda Lauer is afreelance writer and 
mom from Appleton. 

Venturous Moms meets on the second 
or third Sunday of the month. For more 
information, contact Terri Bittner at 
920-540-1998 or Kelly Burkert at 920-419­
6153. 
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